OPERATION DAKOTA PEACEKEEPER

May 14, 2008

INTRODUCTION

Dirk Kempthorne, the Secretary of the Interior, introduced the “Safe Indian Communities
initiative” to combat crime within Indian country. This operation is in keeping with this
initiative and is intended to strengthen the law enforcement and detention presence in the
Standing Rock Sioux Reservation communities. The key objectives are to reduce crime,
target illegal drug activities, provide investigations to prosecute domestic violence and
crimes against children and overall, develop strategies to promote safer communities.
Accordingly, a mobilization of police and corrections officers is being ordered to work
with federal, state and tribal government partners to respond to the situation described
below.

1. SITUATION: An environment highly conducive to lawlessness exists on the
Standing Rock Reservation located within the States of North and South
Dakota.

Violent crime reports reflect the rate of violent crime is approximately six times the
national average. The tribal leadership of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe has requested
additional police presence to reduce acts of violence and ensure peace and order in the
communities of the reservation. The Standing Rock Indian reservation consists of 2.3
Million acres and spans portions of North and South Dakota. The Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA) provides primary law enforcement services and the Standing Rock
Reservation covers a total of eight communities. Current police staffing levels provide for
minimal police coverage, which results in delayed response times within the
communities. Illegal drug trafficking exasperates the overall public safety of residents
and a report by Amnesty International released in April of 2007, has drawn additional
attention to public safety concerns.

2. MISSION: Ensure the Indian communities and people are safe.

The BIA will deploy additional personnel to the Standing Rock reservation and utilize
community-policing tactics to carry out the mission of the deployment and objectives of
the operation. Team members of the deployment will supplement the existing police and
correctional service officers on the reservation. Initially, the supplemental force will be
comprised of BIA police officers and BIA special federal agents who will provide patrol
and investigative services as needed.
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