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July 23, 2003

VIA FAX AND REGULAR MAIL

Honorahle John Ashoroft

Attorney General

Department of Justice

Tenth 8t. and Constiltution Avenue, Nw
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Attorney @eneral Ashoroft:

I am writing to express my deap concern over the recatit
forced cloaure of the Naragansett Indian Tribe’s convenienca
gtore by the State of Rhode Island. Anyone who witnsssed
the episode on videotape ~ as I have — gurely was sickened
and profoundly disappeinted at the tactics used by the state
in ite dispute with the tribe regarding sales of tobacco on
the tribe's lands.

In racent days there have been reporxrts of other
imminent confrontationa, such as the State of Maine and the
Micmac Indian Tribe. In the strongest tarms I urge you to
use your good offices o ensure that these disputes are
handled in a peaceabla way that respects both the
sovereignty and perspectives of the states and tribes
involved,

Thank you for your attention to thie moat important
igsue and your contlnued consideration for 'Indian tribes and

Indian people,

Sincarely,

Ben NidhtRorse Campbel
CHAIRMAN



